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Nothing, in my opinion, would tend more to
improve the agreeable qualities of this climate, and,
at the same time, prove more conducive to its healthi-
ness, than the diffusion of an additional quantity of
aqueous vapour in the atmosphere during the latter
months of the cold, and early part of the hot, season.
Should the contemplated plan be carried into effect,
of forming a lake in the valley of the Yenna, ( which
appears as if scooped out by the hand of nature for
the purpose), by throwing a dam cross its narrow
outlet, it will not only prove a great ornament to the
station, but go a considerable way towards remedying
the inconvenience now complained of. To this plan
there may be brought forward, as an objection, the
danger of malaria, and its attendant diseases. There
is not, however, much ground for such an apprehen-
sion. We have already seen that, even during the
south-west monsoon, when 227 inches of rain fall in
little more than three months, the ground never
assumes a muddy or swampy appearance; and
diseases of malarious origin at this station have never
come under my observation.
Its influence on physique.
We now proceed to examine the influence of the
climate upon the respiratory function of the lungs.
We have seen that the atmosphere of this station is
rarefied to the extent of diminishing its pressure upon
the system to about one-sixth of its total amount. It
is evident, that at each ordinary inspiration a person
takes in one-sixth less air than he would do at the
level of the sea. Hence a necessity arises either for a